Sentencing @ a glance

SERIOUS ASSAULT

Number of serious assaults sentenced

A serious assault is an assault made ‘serious’ because it was committed against a particular kind of person or for a particular
reason. This offence also covers other behaviour that may not be an assault: resisting or wilfully obstructing police (or
people aiding police) or a public officer. The particular kinds of victim are: police officers or people helping them, corrective
services and public officers, and people performing a duty imposed by law, who are over 60, or who rely on a guide, hearing or
assistance dog, wheelchair or other remedial device.
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Serious assault MSO - 2009-10 to 2017-18

Between 2014-15 and 2017-18 there were 2,648 cases
of serious assault of police officers and public officers

Section 340 of the Criminal Code (Qld)
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Maximum penalty for serious assault is 7 years’ imprisonment. It increases to 14
years for assaults on police or public officers with a circumstance of aggravation.
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