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Generally, the purposes of sentencing are (Australian Law Reform Commission, Pathways to JusƟce-Inquiry Into the 
IncarceraƟon Rate of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples/ALRC Report 133, 2018 at ConsideraƟons to be Taken Into 
Account When Sentencing): 
 
• punishment: to punish the offender for the offence in a way that is just and appropriate in all the circumstances; 
• deterrence: to deter the offender (specific deterrence) or other people (general deterrence) from commiƫng the 
same or similar offences; 
• protecƟon: to protect the community from the offender; 
• rehabilitaƟon: to promote the rehabilitaƟon of the offender; and 
• denunciaƟon: to denounce the conduct of the offender 
 
These general purposes are reflected in SecƟon 9 (1) of Sentencing Guidelines in the Act (PenalƟes and Sentences 
Act 1992).  
 
We recommend the Review to closely examine deterrence and rehabilitaƟon as more integrated purposes of the 
sentencing guidelines. 
 

 These involve resources and programs. 
 General community expectaƟons tend to focus on the purposes of punishment, protecƟon and 

denunciaƟon.  
 In the context of domesƟc and family violence offending, ending the use of domesƟc and family violence 

would at least require offenders to change their behaviour by parƟcipaƟng in perpetrator intervenƟons or 
men’s behaviour change programs (including culturally appropriate programs). 

 This aims to achieve the sentencing purposes of rehabilitaƟon and deterrence (by ensuring offenders’ 
parƟcipaƟon in such programs as part of serving their sentence or parole).  

 This also aims to support the purpose of protecƟon of the vicƟm-survivor and community from the offender. 
 
We understand that the next phase of this consultaƟon will involve a call for formal submissions, and we look 
forward to being involved in this process.  
 
Please do not hesitate to contact our Policy and Research team if you have any quesƟons about our iniƟal feedback. 
You can reach them via email at: policyandresearch@ntv.org.au  
 
Kind regards, 
 
Jacqui WaƩ  

Jacqui Watt | Chief Executive Officer | Pronouns: She/Her/Hers 
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During a crisis, things can get hard. Our Men's Referral Service can help. Counsellors are available every day. Call 1300 766 491 



3

No to Violence acknowledges the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people of Australia, the traditional custodians of the 
lands and water. We pay respect to all Elders, past and present. 

 

No to Violence is committed to providing welcoming and culturally safe workplaces and services to all, including members 
of the LGBTIQA+ Community. 

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE AND DISCLAIMER This email may contain confidential or legally privileged information. If you receive this 
email in error, please delete it and contact the sender immediately. Thank you  




