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Proposed factors when determining sentencing. 

• The age of the child is particularly relevant; the younger the child, the more vulnerable they are
to homicide due to their lack of physical and emotional maturity. They are also unable to
adequately protect themselves, or seek protection from a responsible carer. The younger the
child, the more dependant they are on their primary caregiver.

• The living arrangements, family composition and home environment of the victim child. Such as
an abuse of a trust relationship where deaths are perpetrated by an immediate family member.
Children raised in a blended or stepfamily environment may be at higher risk due to the absence
of a genetic relationship, so this needs to be a factor of consideration.

• Child homicides committed by mentally ill offenders, where there has been a history of mental
illness and psychiatric symptoms. Munchausen cases where the offender is likely to deny the
offence, even in the face of overwhelming evidence.

• The nature of the offence and establishment of the cause of death, such as a head injury resulting
from shaking, falling or blunt force trauma. Some child victims do not demonstrate external
manifestations of abuse, so it may be more difficult to forensically determine the cause of death.

We believe that feedback should be sought from family members who have lost a child or family member 
to violence or neglect to determine their views regarding past sentences imposed. It is only with this insight 
that the Queensland Sentencing Advisory Council can make informed recommendations to the Queensland 
Government. 

PACT is very grateful to be consulted about this important issue. Should your staff require clarification or 
further information on any of the issues raised, please do not hesitate to contact Mrs Jo Bryant, PACT's Chief 
Executive Officer. 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comment on this piece of legislation and trust that our input has 
been of value. 

Yours sincerely 

Alexandra Marks 
Chairperson 

Jo Bryant
Chief Executive Officer 




