
 

 

  

contravention of a 
domestic violence order 



 
May 2025/v1.0  Queensland Sentencing Advisory Council | 2 

Sentencing Spotlight on… 
Contravention of a domestic violence order 
This Sentencing Spotlight examines sentencing outcomes for contravention of a domestic violence order finalised in 
Queensland courts between 2005–06 to 2023–24.  

The analysis is of offences under s 177 of the Domestic and Family Violence Protection Act 2012 (Qld) and the breach of 
order or conditions under s 80 of the Domestic and Family Violence Protection Act 1989 (Qld). For the purpose of this 
Sentencing Spotlight, both offences are included under the term ‘contravention of a domestic violence order’.  

 

Source: Department of Justice and Attorney-General’s Queensland Wide Inter-linked Courts (QWIC) database, as maintained by the Queensland 
Government Statistician’s Office (QGSO).  
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Contravention of a 
domestic violence order 
A domestic violence order ('DVO') is an official document 
issued by the court to stop threats or acts of domestic 
violence. 

A DVO sets out rules that the person who has committed 
domestic violence (the 'respondent') must obey. For 
example, they must not commit further domestic violence 
against the other person. It is designed to keep the 
person subjected to the violence (the 'aggrieved') safe by 
making it an offence for the respondent to behave in 
specific ways, like contacting the aggrieved person when 
the order says they must not do this.  

If a person does not obey the conditions of a DVO, it is 
called a 'contravention'. This is a criminal offence. In this 
paper we refer to this offence as 'CDVO'. 

The maximum penalty has changed over time. 

2005–06 to 2012–13 
When our data period started in 2005–06, the offence 
was called ‘breach of order or conditions’ under section 
80 of the Domestic Violence (Family Protection) Act 1989 
(Qld) ('the 1989 Act’). 

The maximum penalty was 12 months’ imprisonment (or 
40 penalty units). 

The maximum penalty increased to 2 years’ 
imprisonment if the person had 2 previous convictions for 
this offence.1  

Although this offence has a different name, it is included 
under ‘contravention of a DVO’ for the purpose of this 
Sentencing Spotlight.  

2012–13 to 2015–16 
Following a review, the 1989 Act was replaced by the 
Domestic and Family Violence Protection Act 2012 (Qld) 
('the 2012 Act’).  

The purposes of the 2012 Act are ‘to prevent or reduce 
domestic violence’, ‘to maximise the safety, protection 
and wellbeing of people who fear or experience domestic 
violence and to minimise disruption to their lives’, and ‘to 
ensure that people who commit domestic violence are 
held accountable for their actions'.2  

The 2012 Act amended the definition of domestic 
violence and the offence of breaching an order or 
conditions was renamed 'contravention of a DVO'.3  

As of 17 September 2012, when the 2012 Act came into 
effect, the maximum penalty for CDVO increased to: 

• 2 years’ imprisonment (or 60 penalty units) for a 
first offence; or 

• 3 years’ imprisonment (or 120 penalty units) if 
the person had committed a CDVO offence (or 
similar) in the previous 5 years.4 

2015–16 to 2023–24 
The maximum penalties increased further in 2015, 
following a recommendation from the Special Taskforce 
on Domestic and Family Violence that they be reviewed.5  

For offences committed on or after 22 October 2015, the 
maximum penalty for CDVO increased to: 

• 3 years’ imprisonment (or 120 penalty units); or 
• 5 years’ imprisonment (or 240 penalty units) if 

the person had committed a 'domestic violence 
offence' in the previous 5 years.6  

The aggravated form of offence with the 5-year maximum 
penalty also became an indictable offence.7

Figure 1: Legislative changes over time 

 

Due to these substantive legislative changes over time, this Sentencing Spotlight presents data based on different data 
periods, which are annotated under each chart and at the top of each section of the report.  

17 September 2012 22 October 2015 Start of data period 

The 2012 Act  
s 177 — Contravention of a domestic violence order 

The 1989 Act 
s 80 — Breach of order or conditions  

Maximum penalty:  
12 months imprisonment 

Maximum penalty:  
2 years imprisonment 

Maximum penalty:  
3 years imprisonment 

Aggravating circumstances: 
2 prior breaches within 3 years 
2 years imprisonment 

 

Aggravating circumstances: 
1 prior breach within 5 years 
3 years imprisonment 

 

Aggravating circumstances: 
1 prior domestic violence offence within 5 years 
5 years imprisonment 
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Number of cases 
A total of 79,850 unique people were sentenced for 
170,841 cases involving at least one offence of CDVO 
between 2005–06 to 2023–24. For 122,779 (71.9%) of 
these cases, CDVO was the most serious offence (MSO) 
sentenced. For the remaining 48,062 cases (28.1%), 
where CDVO was not the MSO, the MSO was most 
commonly assaults occasioning bodily harm (20.4%), 
common assault (12.4%) or wilful damage (10.7%).  

Over the 19-year data period, there were 2,814,365 
cases sentenced in Queensland’s criminal courts. Cases 
involving ‘justice and government’ offences accounted for 
more than one-quarter (25.9%) of cases sentenced. The 
offence of CDVO was sentenced in 170,841 cases, 
representing just under one-quarter (23.5%) of cases 
involving ‘justice and government’ offences, and 6.1% of 
all cases sentenced from 2005–06 to 2023–24 (see 
Figure 2).8  

Figure 2: Number of cases sentenced in Queensland 
involving at least one CDVO offence, 2005–06 to 2023–
24 

 
Source: Queensland Government Statistician’s Office, Queensland 
Treasury - Courts Database, extracted August 2024. *Includes all 
offences under the ANZOC category of ’15 Justice and government’ 
(excluding CDVO) 
Data period: 2005–06 to 2023–24 (19 years) — including both Acts. 

 

Regions 
The North Coast region of Queensland had the highest 
rate of CDVO (MSO) cases (7,558 per 100,000 
population), followed closely by North Queensland (7,100 
per 100,000 population). These regions had rates over 
six times higher than that of the Metropolitan region 
(1,102 per 100,000 population). 

Figure 3 shows the rate of these offences by region 
based on the location of the sentencing court.9 

 
Figure 3: CDVO (MSO) by region in Queensland by rate 
per 100,000 population, 2005–06 to 2023–24 

 

 
Source: Queensland Government Statistician’s Office, Queensland 
Treasury - Courts Database, extracted August 2024. 
Data period: 2005–06 to 2023–24 (19 years) — including both Acts. 

 

Volume of cases sentenced over 
time 
Figure 4 shows the number of CDVO cases sentenced 
(MSO) over the 19-year data period.  

With exception of 2019–20, there has been an increase 
in the number of cases of CDVO sentenced since the 
2012 Act was introduced.  

6.1%

19.8%

74.1%

Contravention of a
domestic violence
order (Both Acts)

Other justice and
government
offences*

All other offences
sentenced in
Queensland

Data period:  2005–06 to 2023–24 (19 years) 
The data on this page is based on cases sentenced over the full data period (2005–06 to 2023–24).  
It includes cases involving offences sentenced under both the 1989 Act and the 2012 Act. 

Central Queensland 
(2,562) 

North Queensland 
(7,100) 

Darling Downs South West 
(2,513) 

Far North Queensland 
(5,933) 

North Coast (7,558) 

Metropolitan (1,102) 
South East (2,791) 
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Figure 4: Number of CDVO (MSO) cases, 2005–06 to 
2023–24  

 
Source: Queensland Government Statistician’s Office, Queensland 
Treasury - Courts Database, extracted August 2024. 
Data period: 2005–06 to 2023–24 (19 years) — including both Acts. 

Cases sentenced under the 
1989 Act 
There were 29,097 cases sentenced (MSO) for the 
offence of breach of order or conditions under section 80 
of the 1989 Act.  

The number of sentenced cases increased in the years 
prior to the introduction of the 2012 Act. After the 
introduction of the 2012 Act, the number of cases 
sentenced under the 1989 Act dropped to negligible 
numbers. This is because any offences committed after 
the introduction of the new legislation were charged and 
sentenced under the 2012 Act.  

However, historical offences committed prior to the 
introduction of the new legislation, but sentenced after 
the introduction of the new legislation, were charged 
under the 1989 Act.  

For cases involving a breach offence (MSO) charged and 
sentenced under the 1989 Act, more than one in 5 
(22.5%) adults received a custodial penalty (MSO). The 
most common penalty type imposed was a fine with 
almost half of all people sentenced receiving this penalty 
(49.6%). The average monetary value of fines imposed 
was $452 (median=$400). 

Imprisonment was the most common custodial penalty 
imposed, with 13.2% of people sentenced receiving this 
penalty. The average length of imprisonment sentence 
was 5.4 months (median=5.0 months). The longest was 2 
years (reflecting the lower maximum penalty at that time). 

 

  

Demographic 
Characteristics 
This section compares the age, gender and Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander status of people sentenced for 
CDVO (MSO) between 2012–13 and 2023–24.  

During this period, there were a total of 216,570 charges 
involving CDVO, 131,807 cases (where at least one CDVO 
offence was sentenced), 93,682 cases where CDVO was 
the MSO, and 63,740 individuals sentenced for CDVO. 

Sentenced children 
A total of 386 children were sentenced for CDVO (MSO) 
over the 12-year data period.10  The circumstances under 
which a child can be named as the respondent in a DVO 
are more limited than those for adults.11 

Children comprised only 0.4% of those sentenced for 
CDVO (MSO) which is much less than the proportion of all 
offences sentenced in Queensland involving children 
(4.4%). 

Girls were sentenced in 72 cases (18.7%), and boys were 
sentenced in 314 cases (81.3%) over the period 
analysed. 

 

Age 
At the time of the offence, the average age of all 
offenders sentenced for CDVO (MSO) was 35.5 years 
(median=34.6 years), with ages ranging between 13 and 
90. This average age is slightly older than that for all 
offences sentenced in Queensland over the time period 
(31.7 years).  
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Figure 5: Number of offenders sentenced for contravention of a DVO (MSO) by age at offence, 2012–13 to 2023–24 

 
Source: Queensland Government Statistician’s Office, Queensland Treasury - Courts Database, extracted August 2024. 
Data period: 2012–13 to 2023–24 (12 years) — 2012 Act only. 

Figure 5 shows the number of people sentenced for 
CDVO (MSO) by age of the person at the time they 
committed the offence. 

Gender 
During the 12-year data period, the majority of offenders 
sentenced for CDVO (MSO) in Queensland were male 
(84.0%). 

This is higher than for all offences sentenced in 
Queensland during the same period, in which 75.7% were 
men. 

 

As shown in Figure 6, the overall number of women and 
girls sentenced for CDVO increased over the period, from 
14.1% in 2012–13 to 17.3% in 2023–24. Despite a 
small drop in percentage, most CDVO offences were 
consistently committed by men throughout the period. 

Figure 6: Proportion of cases sentenced for CDVO (MSO) 
by gender and year of sentence, 2012–13 to 2023–24 

 
Source: Queensland Government Statistician’s Office, Queensland 
Treasury - Courts Database, extracted August 2024. 
Data period: 2012–13 to 2023–24 (12 years) — 2012 Act only. 

On average, female defendants sentenced for CDVO 
(MSO) were younger than male defendants.12 The 
average age at time of the offence was 34.7 years for 
women compared to 35.7 years for men, and this 
difference was statistically significant.13 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander peoples 
In Queensland, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
peoples are disproportionately represented in a range of 
offence categories. This is a result of multiple, complex, 
current and historical factors that continue to impact on 
the lives of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. 

Although people who identify as Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander represent approximately 4.6% of 
Queensland’s population aged 10 years and over,14 they 
accounted for more than one-quarter (28.8%) of all 
people sentenced for CDVO (MSO) during the 12-year 
data period. Overall, there were 27,006 offenders who 
identified as being Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander.   
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This was higher than the proportion of people who 
identified as Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander 
sentenced for all offences during the period (18.2%).  

 

This data does not take into account the overall 
proportion of DVOs that involve Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander peoples as respondents. 

As shown in Figure 7, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
peoples were, on average, significantly younger (33.6 
years) at the time the offence was committed than non-
Indigenous people (36.3 years).15   

However, the age of the Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander population overall (median=23.0) is considerably 
younger in comparison to the non-Indigenous population 
(median=37.8) which may account for this difference. For 
more details, see the Australian Bureau of Statistics 
publication titled Estimates of Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander Australians.  

Figure 7: Number of cases sentenced for CDVO (MSO) by 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander status and age, 
2012–13 to 2023–24 

 
Source: Queensland Government Statistician’s Office, Queensland 
Treasury - Courts Database, extracted August 2024. 
Data period: 2012–13 to 2023–24 (12 years) — 2012 Act only. 

 

Of the 78,617 men and boys sentenced for CDVO (MSO), 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander men and boys 
accounted for 27.9% (n=21,901) (see Figure 8). In 
comparison, of the 14,965 female offenders, Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander women and girls accounted for 
34.1% (n=5,103).16 

Figure 8: Number of cases sentenced for CDVO (MSO) by 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander status and gender, 
2012–13 to 2023–24 

█  Non-Indigenous     █  Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

 

 
Source: Queensland Government Statistician’s Office, Queensland 
Treasury - Courts Database, extracted August 2024. 
Data period: 2012–13 to 2023–24 (12 years) — 2012 Act only. 

 

Proportionally, the percentage of Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander offenders sentenced for CDVO has 
remained consistent across this period, as shown in 
Figure 9. The proportion of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander offenders sentenced was highest in 2012-13 at 
34.4% and lowest in 2020-21 at 27.3%. 

Figure 9: Proportion of people sentenced for CDVO (MSO) 
by Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander status and year 
of sentence, 2012–13 to 2023–24 

 
Source: Queensland Government Statistician’s Office, Queensland 
Treasury - Courts Database, extracted August 2024. 
Data period: 2012–13 to 2023–24 (12 years) — 2012 Act only. 
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Sentencing court 
Since the introduction of the 2012 Act, the overwhelming 
majority of cases of CDVO (MSO) offences were 
sentenced in the Magistrates Courts (n=93,582, 99.9%), 
with only 100 cases sentenced in the District Court 
(0.1%).   

Type of plea  
Most offenders (99.4%) sentenced for CDVO (MSO) 
pleaded guilty, either initially or at a subsequent date. 
Only 0.6% pleaded not guilty.  

This analysis does not explore the reasons a person may 
plead guilty.1718 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people were 
significantly more likely to plead guilty than non-

indigenous people,19 although the proportion for both 
was less than 1% (see Figure 10).  

Women were also significantly more likely to plead guilty 
than men.20  

Offenders aged 60 years and over at sentence were the 
least likely to enter a guilty plea (98.0%). People aged 
under 20 years old at sentence were the most likely to 
plead guilty (99.8%).21 

 

Figure 10:  Plea type of offenders sentenced for CDVO (MSO) by gender, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander status and 
age at sentence, 2012–13 to 2023–24 

 
Source: Queensland Government Statistician’s Office, Queensland Treasury - Courts Database, extracted August 2024. 
Data period: 2012–13 to 2023–24 (12 years) — 2012 Act only. 
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Co-sentenced offences 
Some people sentenced for CDVO (MSO) were also 
sentenced for other offences at the same court event. 

Of the 93,682 cases sentenced involving CDVO as the 
MSO, 61.8% only had the CDVO offence sentenced in 
their court event; 18.0% had one additional offence 
sentenced at their court event; and 20.3% were 
sentenced for more than one additional offence.  

The number of sentenced offences per offender, per 
court event, ranged from 1 to 639, with an average of 2.2 
sentenced offences per event (median=1.0).  

Female offenders were more likely to be sentenced only 
for a CDVO offence than male offenders and had, on 
average, a significantly lower number of offences 
sentenced at their court event.22  

On average, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
offenders had a significantly higher number of offences 
sentenced per court event, than non-Indigenous 
offenders.23 

The most common co-sentenced offence was another 
CDVO offence, which represented 23.0% of all co-
sentenced offences. This was followed by assaulting or 
obstructing a police officer (4.8%) and possessing 
dangerous drugs (4.5%) (see Figure 11). 

Table 1: Number of sentenced offences per court event, by gender, and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander status, 
2012–13 to 2023–24 

Offender type N 
Single 
offence 
(%) 

2 to 4 
offences 
(%) 

5 to 10 
offences 
(%) 

11+ 
offences 
(%) 

Number of offences 

Avg Median Min Max 
Female 14,986 68.6 25.7 4.4 1.3 1.8 1.0 1 129 
Male 78,681 60.5 30.5 7.0 2.1 2.3 1.0 1 639 
Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander 27,006 55.8 34.0 8.1 2.2 2.4 1.0 1 186 
Non-Indigenous 66,591 64.1 28.0 5.9 1.9 2.1 1.0 1 639 
Total 93,682 61.8 29.7 6.5 2.0 2.2 1.0 1 639 

Source: Queensland Government Statistician’s Office, Queensland Treasury - Courts Database, extracted August 2024. 
Data period: 2012–13 to 2023–24 (12 years) — 2012 Act only. 

 

Figure 11: Top eight co-sentenced offences sentenced with a CDVO (MSO), 2012–13 to 2023–24 

 
Source: Queensland Government Statistician’s Office, Queensland Treasury – Courts Database, extracted August 2024. 
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Recidivism 
Repeat offenders 
Between 2016–17 and 2023–24, there were 53,550 
unique people sentenced for CDVO under the 2012 Act 
(not necessarily as their MSO). 

Of these, 44.8% were repeat CDVO offenders (n=23,994). 
This means they were sentenced for CDVO on at least two 
separate occasions over the 8-year data period.  

 
About half of repeat offenders had just one new 
sentenced event for CDVO during the period (n=11,629, 
48.5%. A further 23.6% (n=5,669) had three sentenced 
events, while 12.6% (n=3,015) had four sentenced 
events and 6.5% (n=1,566) had five sentenced events.  

One person was sentenced for CDVO on 23 separate 
occasions during the period.  

Detailed analysis 
A sample of people were examined in more detail to 
determine if they had committed any other offences (not 
necessarily DFV related) before or after being sentenced 
for CDVO. A sample was taken of all people sentenced for 
CDVO in the financial year 2018–19 (n=9,172) (see 
Figure 12).  

Recidivism was operationalised as any criminal offence 
committed within two years of an offender’s expected 
release from custody (or, for sentences that did not 
involve custody, within two years of the date of the 
sentence hearing for the CDVO offence).  

There were 9,172 unique people sentenced for CDVO in 
the index period (2018–19), regardless of whether CDVO 
was their MSO. Of these, almost three-quarters had 
previously offended (n=6,799, 74.1%), and approximately 
two-thirds committed a new offence after being 
sentenced for CDVO (n=6,347, 69.2%) (see Figure 13). 

Figure 13: Recidivism of people sentenced for CDVO in 
2018–19 

 
Source: Queensland Government Statistician’s Office, Queensland 
Treasury - Courts Database, extracted August 2024. 

There were 1,296 people (14.1%) who had no recidivism 
recorded at all (no prior and no subsequent offences). 
Over half (n=5,270, 57.5%) had both prior offences and 
subsequent offences. There were 1,077 people (11.7%) 
who did not have a prior offence but did end up 
reoffending. Inversely, there were 1,529 people (16.7%) 
who did have a prior offence but did not reoffend. 

Figure 12: Methodology for recidivism 

 
The ‘two-year period’ refers to the time during which an offence must be committed for it to be included in the recidivism analysis. The offender must 
have committed a new offence within two years of being released from custody for a prior offence. 

Table 2: Prior and subsequent sentenced court events for contravention of a DVO (index period: 2018–19) 

Category 
Recidivist 

cases 
(n) 

No 
recidivist 

cases 
(%) 

1 to 4 
recidivist 

cases 
(%) 

5+ 
recidivist 

cases 
(%) 

Number of recidivist cases 

Average Median Min Max 
Prior offending (N=9,172)* 6,799 25.9 61.8 12.3 2.1 2.0 0 17 
Female (n=1,461) 984 32.6 56.1 11.3 1.9 1.0 0 13 
Male (n=7,711) 5,815 24.6 62.9 12.5 2.1 2.0 0 17 
Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander (n=2,711) 2,315 14.6 69.8 15.6 2.5 2.0 0 17 
Non-Indigenous (n=6,441) 4,482 30.4 58.6 11.0 1.9 1.0 0 16 
Aggravating circumstances (n=4,325) 4,064 6.0 74.6 19.4 3.0 3.0 0 17 
No aggravating circumstances (n=4,847) 2,735 43.6 50.4 6.0 1.3 1.0 0 13 
Subsequent offending (N=9,172)* 6,347 30.8 61.6 7.6 1.7 1.0 0 12 
Female (n=1,461) 927 36.6 56.9 6.5 1.5 1.0 0 11 
Male (n=7,711) 5,420 29.7 62.4 7.9 1.8 1.0 0 12 
Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander (n=2,711) 2,183 19.5 71.3 9.2 2.1 2.0 0 11 
Non-Indigenous (n=6,441) 4,163 35.4 57.6 7.0 1.6 1.0 0 12 
Aggravating circumstances (n=4,325) 3,474 19.7 69.8 10.5 2.1 2.0 0 12 
No aggravating circumstances (n=4,847) 2,873 40.7 54.2 5.1 1.4 1.0 0 12 

* these n-sizes refer to the total number of people in the index period (2018–19).  
Notes: People with unknown characteristics are excluded from each subgroup. Totals may not add to 100% due to rounding. 
Source: Queensland Government Statistician’s Office, Queensland Treasury - Courts Database, extracted August 2024. 
  

Sentenced for 
CDVO

Release from 
custody Re-offended SentencedCommitted CDVORelease from 

custody
Sentenced for 
prior offence

2013–14 2014–15 2015–16 2016–17 2017–18 2018–19 2019–20 2020–21 2021–22 2022–23 2023–24

1-year index period2-year recidivism period 2-year recidivism period

Up to 3-years incarceration

44.8% repeat offenders 
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Table 2 (above) provides information on the number of 
prior and subsequent cases sentenced for people who 
were sentenced for CDVO in 2018–19. 

Men were sentenced for significantly more prior24 and 
more subsequent25 offences compared to women. 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people were 
sentenced for more prior26 and more subsequent27 
offences compared to non-Indigenous people (see Table 
2 above). 

Unsurprisingly, CDVOs with circumstances of aggravation 
had considerably more prior28 and subsequent29 
offences sentenced compared to non-aggravated forms 
of this offence. This is because having prior domestic 
violence convictions is what makes the offence 
aggravated. 

Prior offending 
There were 9,172 unique people sentenced for CDVO in 
the financial year 2018–19. Almost three quarters of 
these had prior offences (n=6,799,74.1%).  

The number of prior sentenced cases ranged from 0 to 
17. The average number of prior sentences was 2.1. 

The most common offence was an earlier CDVO offence. 
Of all people who were sentenced in the index period for 
CDVO, 39.6% (n=3,632) had previously been sentenced 
for this offence (see Figure 14). 

Subsequent offending 
Of those sentenced in the index period, 30.8% did not go 
on to reoffend (n=2,825). 

The number of subsequent sentenced cases ranged from 
0 to 12. The average number of subsequent sentences 
was 1.7. 

The most common subsequent offence was a further 
sentence for CDVO, which constituted 42.6% (n=3,905) 
of all people who were sentenced for CDVO in the index 
period (see Figure 15).  

Figure 14: Most common 8 prior offences for people sentenced for CDVO, 2018–19  

   Offence Sentenced 
cases 

Unique people 

 
Contravention of domestic violence order 
Domestic and Family Violence Protection Act s 177 5,970 3,632 (39.6%) 

 
Unlicenced driving  
Transport Operations (Road Use Management) Act 1995 (Qld) s 78 2,362 1,755 (19.1%) 

 
Possessing dangerous drugs 
Drugs Misuse Act 1986 (Qld) s 9 2,260 1,720 (18.8%) 

 
Possession of drug utensils 
Drugs Misuse Act 1986 (Qld) s 10 2,140 1,647 (18.0%) 

 
Breach of bail – failure to appear 
Bail Act 1980 (Qld) s 33 2,089 1,561 (17.0%) 

 
Vehicle offences involving liquor or other drugs 
Transport Operations (Road Use Management) Act 1995 (Qld) s 79 1,802 1,555 (17.0%) 

 
Wilful damage 
Criminal Code (Qld) s 469                                                       1,527 1,297 (14.1%) 

 
Assault or obstruct police officer 
Police Powers and Responsibilities Act 2000 (Qld) s 790  1,532 1,282 (14.0%) 

Source: Queensland Government Statistician’s Office, Queensland Treasury - Courts Database, extracted August 2024. 

Figure 15: Most common 8 subsequent offences for people sentenced for CDVO, 2018–19  

   Offence Sentenced 
cases 

Unique people 

 
Contravention of domestic violence order 
Domestic and Family Violence Protection Act s177 6,386 3,905 (42.6%) 

  
Possessing dangerous drugs 
Drugs Misuse Act 1986 (Qld) s 9 2,271 1,737 (18.9%) 

 
Unlicenced driving  
Transport Operations (Road Use Management) Act 1995 (Qld) s 78 1,954 1,500 (16.4%) 

 
Possession of drug utensils 
Drugs Misuse Act 1986 (Qld) s 10 1,835 1,420 (15.5%) 

 
Vehicle offences involving liquor or other drugs 
Transport Operations (Road Use Management) Act 1995 (Qld) s 79 1,471 1,303 (14.2%) 

 
Breach of bail – failure to appear 
Bail Act 1980 s33 1,502 1,205 (13.1%) 

 
Breach Bail condition  
Bail Act 1980 s29                                                       1,338 1,033 (11.3%) 

 
Assault or obstruct police officer 
Police Powers and Responsibilities Act 2000 (Qld) s 790  1,176 1,018 (11.1%) 

Source: Queensland Government Statistician’s Office, Queensland Treasury - Courts Database, extracted August 2024.  
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Penalties and sentencing  
From 22 October 2015, the maximum penalty for CDVO 
in Queensland is 3 years imprisonment. However, this 
can increase to 5 years imprisonment when 
circumstances of aggravation apply.  

This section presents findings based on an analysis of 
data over an 8-year period for cases sentenced from 
2016–17 to 2023–24. A small number of offences 
(n=250, 0.3%) are included in this analysis that were 
sentenced under the 2012 Act, but occurred prior to 
2015 and may have been subject to lower maximum 
penalties. However, due to the very small number of 
these cases, this is not expected to have a tangible effect 
on the data analysed.  

There were differences in the use of custodial sentences 
between adults and children.30 One-third of adults 
sentenced for CDVO (MSO) received a custodial penalty 
(31.3%, n=22,946). In contrast, only 5.0% of children 
sentenced for CDVO received a custodial sentence 
(n=17).  

The following sections discuss penalties for adults and 
children separately. 

Penalties for adults 
From 2016–17 to 2023–24, the most common penalty 
imposed for CDVO was a monetary penalty (39.6%), 
though almost one-third of cases sentenced for a CDVO 
(MSO) resulted in a custodial penalty (31.3%, n=22,946). 
The proportion receiving a custodial penalty is much 
higher than the 16.3% of adults who were sentenced to a 
custodial penalty across all offences in Queensland over 
the same period.  

 

Figure 16: Proportion of cases of CDVO (MSO) in the 
lower courts receiving a custodial penalty, 2016–17 to 
2023–24 

 
Source: Queensland Government Statistician’s Office, Queensland 
Treasury - Courts Database, extracted August 2024. 
Data period: 2016–17 to 2023–24 (8 years) — 2012 Act only. 

In the lower courts, which sentences 99.9% of these 
matters, there has been a slight but consistent upwards 
trend in the proportion of custodial penalties. While this 
spiked in 2019–20, this is likely an artifact of abnormal 
effects caused by the COVID-19 pandemic (Figure 16). 

The higher court deals with a very small volume of these 
offences, and more than 75% of those sentenced in the 
higher courts resulted in a custodial penalty in any given 
year. 

Across all courts, imprisonment was the most common 
custodial penalty imposed (19.0%) for CDVO (MSO) (see 
Table 3).  

Women were significantly more likely to be given a 
monetary penalty (43.5%) than men (38.8%),31 while men 
were significantly more likely to receive a sentence of 
imprisonment (21.1% male; 8.3% female).32  

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people were 
significantly more likely to receive a custodial penalty33 
(46.9%) and significantly less likely to receive a monetary 
penalty34 (28.0%) than non-Indigenous people (25.1% 
custodial; 44.2% monetary penalty). 

Individuals sentenced for CDVO with a prior history of DV 
offending (aggravating circumstances) were significantly 
more likely to receive a sentence of imprisonment35 
(30.9%) and signficantly less likely to receive a monetary 
penalty36 (27.4%) compared to those sentenced for CDVO 
with no prior DV offending (no aggravating circumstances; 
6.1% imprisonment; 52.9% monetary penalty).  
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The remainder of this Sentencing Spotlight focuses on sentencing trends following the increase to maximum penalties 
on 22 October 2015. This analysis is only for offences charged under the 2012 Act, and cases sentenced from 1 July 
2016 onwards.  
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Table 3: Custodial penalties for CDVO (MSO) by gender, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander status, and presence of 
aggravating circumstances, 2016–17 to 2023–24 

Penalty type 
Total 

% 

Aboriginal 
and Torres 

Strait Islander 
Female 

% 

Non-
Indigenous 

Female 
% 

Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait 

Islander Male 
% 

Non-
Indigenous 

Male 
% 

Aggravating 
circumstances 

% 

No 
aggravating 

circumstances 
% 

Custodial penalties 31.3 23.1 12.0 52.7 27.5 49.7 11.2 
Imprisonment (n=13,961) 19.0 12.9 6.0 34.5 16.2 30.9 6.1 
Partially suspended (n=732) 1.0 0.5 0.4 1.7 0.9 1.6 0.4 
Wholly suspended (n=8,087) 11.0 9.5 5.5 16.2 10.2 16.8 4.7 
Intensive correction order (n=140) 0.2 0.1 0.1 0.2 0.2 0.3 0.1 
Rising of the court (n=26) 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.0 
Non-custodial penalties 68.7 76.9 88.0 47.3 72.5 50.3 88.8 
Community service (n=1,210) 1.6 3.1 1.1 2.9 1.1 2.0 1.3 
Probation (n=10,876) 14.8 21.8 17.0 13.3 14.4 14.8 14.8 
Monetary (n=29,041) 39.6 39.2 45.6 25.3 43.9 27.4 52.9 
Recognisance (n=5,880) 8.0 8.6 17.8 2.3 8.3 1.6 15.0 
Convicted, nfp* (n=3,411) 4.6 4.3 6.4 3.5 4.8 4.4 4.9 

Total 100% 
n=73,364 

100% 
n=4,032 

100% 
n=7,977 

100% 
n=16,716 

100% 
n=44,577 

100% 
n=38,277 

100% 
n=35,087 

Note: excludes non-custodial penalties and offenders sentenced as a child. Offenders with unknown characteristics are excluded from each subgroup.  
* not further punished. 
Source: Queensland Government Statistician’s Office, Queensland Treasury - Courts Database, extracted August 2024.  
Data period: 2016–17 to 2023–24 (8 years) — 2012 Act only. 
 

Sentence lengths for 
adults 
Table 4 provides summary statistics on 
the average, median, minimum, and 
maximum length of sentences imposed 
on adults for CDVO (MSO).  

Most cases of CDVO (MSO) are 
sentenced in the Magistrates’ Courts, 
which usually are restricted to imposing 
a sentence of 3 years or less, even for 
an aggravated offence to which the 
higher 5-year maximum penalty 
applies.37 

Imprisonment 

There were 13,961 adults sentenced to 
imprisonment for CDVO (MSO) (see 
Table 4).  

The average imprisonment sentence 
length was 6.7 months (median=6.0 
months). The longest sentences of 
imprisonment were 36 months (3 
years).  

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
peoples received significantly longer 
sentences of imprisonment at an 
average of 7.1 months, compared to 
non-Indigenous offenders (6.4 
months).38  

The average imprisonment sentence 
was significantly shorter for women (5.4 
months) than for men (6.8 months).39, 

40  

There was no difference in the average imprisonment sentence for CDVO 
with aggravating circumstances (6.7 months) as compared to cases 
without aggravating circumstances (6.7 months).41 This was unexpected 
due to the higher maximum sentence that applies to CDVO with 
aggravating circumstances.  

Figure 17 breaks down the number of imprisonment sentences by length. 
Short sentences of imprisonment were common for CDVO (MSO), with 
82.2% of imprisonment sentences having a length of less than 12 months, 
and 40.3% were less than 6 months.  

Figure 17: Length of imprisonment for contravention of a DVO (MSO), 
2016–17 to 2023–24 

 
Source: Queensland Government Statistician’s Office, Queensland Treasury – Courts 
Database, extracted August 2024. 
Data period: 2016–17 to 2023–24 (8 years) — 2012 Act only. 
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Partially suspended sentences 

The maximum term of imprisonment 
that can be suspended is 5 years,42 
although as noted above, for cases 
sentenced in the Magistrates Courts, a 
3-year limit usually applies.  During the 
period, only 1.0% of all cases sentenced 
received a partially suspended 
sentence. 

The average partially suspended 
sentence was 4.4 months (median=4.0 
months). On average, the amount of time 
a person was required to serve in prison 
before their sentence was suspended 
was 54 days (median=50 days). The 
longest partially suspended sentence was 
2.0 years.  

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
offenders had significantly longer partially 
suspended sentences at 6.6 months, 
compared to non-Indigenous offenders 
(5.6 months).43 Partially suspended 
sentences were on average shorter for 
women (4.4 months) than for men (6.2 
months).44  

As was the case with imprisonment, there 
was no statistically significant difference 
in the length of partially suspended 
sentences with circumstances of 
aggravation (6.1 months) compared to 
non-aggravated cases (5.6 years).45  

Wholly suspended sentences 

Overall, 11.0% of cases sentenced 
resulted in a wholly suspended sentence. 

Wholly suspended sentences had an 
average length of 3.5 months 
(median=3.0 months). The longest wholly 
suspended sentences had a length of 36 
months (3 years).   

There was no significant difference in the 
average length of wholly suspended 
sentences for Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander people (3.5 months), compared 
to non-Indigenous people (3.6 months).46   

However, there was a significant 
difference between men (3.6 months) 
and women (3.2 months).47 

Cases involving aggravating 
circumstances were more likely to receive 
a wholly suspended sentence, and for 
these cases, they were shorter than those 
that were non-aggravated (aggravated: 
3.5 months on average, non-aggravated: 
3.9 months on average). This difference 
was statistically significant.48 

Table 4: Sentence lengths for CDVO (MSO), adults, 2016–17 to 2023–24 
Offender type N Avg Median Min Max 
       

Imprisonment (months) 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Female 519 5.7 6.0 0.2 21.0 
Non-Indigenous Female 480 5.1 4.0 0.1 18.0 
Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander Male 5,762 7.2 6.0 0.0 36.0 
Non-Indigenous Male 7,200 6.5 6.0 0.0 36.0 
Aggravating circumstances 11,829 6.7 6.0 0.0 36.0 
No aggravating circumstances 2,132 6.7 6.0 0.0 32.0 
Total 13,961 6.7 6.0 0.0 36.0 

Partially suspended (months) 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Female      20 4.6 4.0 0.5 12.0 
Non-Indigenous Female      30 4.2 3.5 1.0      12.0 
Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander Male 286 6.7 6.0 1.0 24.0 
Non-Indigenous Male 396 5.6 6.0 1.0 24.0 
Aggravating circumstances 602 6.1 6.0 0.5 24.0 
No aggravating circumstances 130 5.6 6.0 1.0 18.0 
Total 732 6.0 6.0 0.5 24.0 
       

Wholly suspended (months) 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Female      385 3.4 3.0 0.2 12.0 
Non-Indigenous Female 440 3.0 3.0 0.2 15.0 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Male 2,706 3.5 3.0 0.2 24.0 
Non-Indigenous Male 4,556 3.6 3.0 0.1 36.0 
Aggravating circumstances 6,447 3.5 3.0 0.2 30.0 
No aggravating circumstances 1,640 3.9 3.0 0.1 36.0 
Total 8,087 3.5 3.0 0.1 36.0 
       

Intensive correction order (months) 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Female 4 -  -  -  -  
Non-Indigenous Female 8 6.3 6.0 2.0 9.0 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Male 41 7.9 9.0 2.0 12.0 
Non-Indigenous Male 87 7.3 6.0 2.0 12.0 
Aggravating circumstances 118 7.6 6.0 2.0 12.0 
No aggravating circumstances 22 6.7 6.0 3.0 10.0 
Total 140 7.4 6.0 2.0 12.0 
       

Community service (hours) 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Female 123 64.7 60.0 40.0 180.0 
Non-Indigenous Female 84 62.4 60.0 20.0 150.0 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Male 493 67.9 60.0 40.0 200.0 
Non-Indigenous Male 509 72.5 60.0 8.0 240.0 
Aggravating circumstances 758 68.8 60.0 8.0 240.0 
No aggravating circumstances 452 69.7 60.0 40.0 240.0 
Total 1,210 69.1 60.0 8.0 240.0 
       

Probation (months) 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Female 879 10.9 12.0 3.0 36.0 
Non-Indigenous Female 1,360 12.0 12.0 6.0 30.0 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Male 2,227 11.7 12.0 0.1 36.0 
Non-Indigenous Male 6,405 12.9 12.0 4.0 36.0 
Aggravating circumstances 5,681 12.6 12.0 0.1 36.0 
No aggravating circumstances 5,195 12.1 12.0 3.0 36.0 
Total 10,876 12.4 12.0 0.1 36.0 
       

Monetary (dollars) 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Female 1,579 $445 $400 $50 $1,500 
Non-Indigenous Female 3,639 $487 $440 $50 $7,000 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Male 4,227 $527 $500 $50 $7,500 
Non-Indigenous Male 19,565 $587 $500 $50 $6,000 
Aggravating circumstances 10,491 $601 $500 $50 $7,500 
No aggravating circumstances 18,550 $533 $500 $50 $7,000 
Total 29,041 $558 $500 $50 $7,500 
       

Recognisance (months) 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Female 348 7.3 6.0 1.0 36.0 
Non-Indigenous Female 1,420 7.9 6.0 1.0 24.0 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Male 384 8.5 6.0 1.0 24.0 
Non-Indigenous Male 3,707 8.7 6.0 1.0 36.0 
Aggravating circumstances 631 9.3 9.0 1.0 36.0 
No aggravating circumstances 5,249 8.3 6.0 1.0 36.0 
Total 5,880 8.4 6.0 1.0 36.0 

Notes: Maximum for suspended sentences is 5 years. Excludes children.49 

Source: Queensland Government Statistician’s Office, Queensland Treasury - Courts 
Database, extracted August 2024.
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Figure 18: Average and median length of custodial penalties in the lower courts (imprisonment and suspended 
sentences) for CDVO (MSO), 2016–17 to 2023–24 

 
Source: Queensland Government Statistician’s Office, Queensland Treasury - Courts Database, extracted August 2024. 
Data period: 2016–17 to 2023–24 (8 years) — 2012 Act only. 

Monetary penalties 

A monetary penalty was the most common penalty 
for CDVO (MSO). The average monetary penalty 
was $558 (median=$500). The smallest was $50 
and the largest was $7,500. 

Trends in custodial sentence length over 
time 

Figure 18 shows the average and median length of 
custodial penalties (imprisonment and suspended 
sentences) in the lower courts over time. In the lower 
courts, sentences have generally remained at an average 
of 6 months but dropped to about 5 months in 2022–23 
and 2023–24. 

The higher court deals with a very small volume of these 
offences (0.1%) and the average length of custodial 
sentences in the higher court was 12.3 months. 

Sentences for children 
Different sentencing principles usually apply to the 
sentencing of children. A child aged 10–17 years at the 
time of committing an offence is dealt with under the 
Youth Justice Act 1992 (Qld). Prior to changes coming 
into effect in February 2018, 17-year-olds were dealt with 
under Queensland law as adults rather than as children.  

A child aged 10–13 can only be held criminally 
responsible if the prosecution shows the child had the 
capacity to know that what they did was seriously wrong 
when they did it.50 

For more information about the sentencing of children, 
see the Council’s Guide to the Sentencing of Children in 
Queensland.  

Table 5: Penalties for CDVO (MSO) sentenced as a child by Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander status, gender and 
presence of aggravating circumstances, 2016–17 to 2023–24 

Penalty type 
Total 

% 
Male 

% 
Female 

% 

Aboriginal 
and Torres 

Strait 
Islander 

% 

Non-
Indigenous 

% 

Aggravating 
circumstances 

% 

No aggravating 
circumstances 

% 
Custodial penalties 5.0 6.1 0.0 7.7 0.7 8.4 2.8 
Detention (n=7) 2.0 2.5 0.0 3.4 0.0 3.8 0.9 
Conditional release order (n=10) 2.9 3.6 0.0 4.3 0.7 4.6 1.9 
Non-custodial penalties 95.0 93.9 100.0 92.3 99.3 91.6 97.2 
Intensive supervision order (n=0) 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 
Community service (n=21) 6.1 6.4 4.8 8.2 3.0 6.1 6.2 
Probation (n=94) 27.5 28.2 24.2 33.8 17.9 33.6 23.7 
Restorative justice order (n=4) 1.2 1.4 0.0 1.0 1.5 0.0 1.9 
Court diversion referral (n=26) 7.6 8.2 4.8 7.2 8.2 4.6 9.5 
Monetary (n=5) 1.5 1.4 1.6 1.4 1.5 0.0 2.4 
Recognisance (n=57) 16.7 16.1 19.4 11.6 24.6 13.7 18.5 
Reprimand (n=115) 33.6 31.1 45.2 28.5 41.0 32.8 34.1 
Convicted, nfp* (n=3) 0.9 1.1 0.0 0.5 1.5 0.8 0.9 

Total 100% 
n=342 

100% 
n=280 

100% 
n=62 

100% 
n=207 

100% 
n=134 

100% 
n=131 

100% 
n=211 

Notes: excludes adults. Offenders with unknown characteristics are excluded from each subgroup.  * not further punished. 
Source: Queensland Government Statistician’s Office, Queensland Treasury - Courts Database, extracted August 2024. 
Data period: 2016–17 to 2023–24 (8 years) — 2012 Act only. 
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There are two types of custodial penalties 
available to a court when sentencing children: 
conditional release orders and detention 
orders. Conditional release orders are an 
alternative to detention; the court suspends 
the detention order and releases the child to 
be supervised in the community and to 
participate in a structured program. A 
detention order involves a child being detained 
in a youth detention centre for a prescribed 
period. 

Of the 342 children sentenced for CDVO51, the 
vast majority received a non-custodial penalty 
(95.0%). 5.0% received a custodial penalty 
(n=17). Of these, 7 were sentenced to a period 
of detention (2.0%) and 10 received a 
conditional release order (3.0%).  

 

All of the children (n=17) who received a custodial penalty were 
boys. Most of the boys who received a custodial penalty were 
Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander children (n=16).  

A reprimand was the most common non-custodial penalty for 
children sentenced for CDVO (MSO) (n=115, 33.6%), followed by 
probation (n=94, 27.5%).  

Lengths of sentences for children 
The maximum time a child can be ordered to be detained for CDVO 
in the Childrens Court (Magistrates Court level) is 1 year. This can 
increase to 1.5 years or 2.5 years (aggravated offence) if the child is 
sentenced in the Childrens Court (District Court level).  

All children sentenced to a period of detention (n=7) for CDVO 
received a sentence of less than 6 months, with the average 
sentence length being 2.0 months (median=1.5 months). The 
longest sentence of detention received by a child was 4.0 months.  

The average length of conditional release orders for children 
sentenced for CDVO was 3.0 months (median=3.0 months).  

The average length of a probation order for children sentenced for 
CDVO (MSO) was 6.2 months (median=6.0 months), with the longest 
sentence of probation lasting 12.0 months.  

 
 
  



 
May 2025/v1.0  Queensland Sentencing Advisory Council | 17 

Endnotes
 

1 There must have been at least 2 prior offences that were 
committed within 3 years of the present offence for this 
aggravating circumstance to apply.  
2 Domestic and Family Violence Protection Act 2012 (Qld) s 
3(1). 
3 Domestic and Family Violence Protection Act 2012 (Qld) s 
177. 
4 Domestic and Family Violence Protection Act 2012 (Qld) s 
177. 
5 Special Taskforce on Domestic and Family Violence in 
Queensland, Not Now, Not Ever: Putting an end to domestic 
and family violence in Queensland (Report, 2015) rec 121. 
6 Criminal Law (Domestic Violence) Amendment Act 2015 
(Qld) s 7. The date of assent was 22 October 2015. The 
amendment to s 177 commenced on the date of assent but 
the requirement for a conviction of a ‘domestic violence 
offence’ under s 12A of the Penalties and Sentences Act 
1992 (Qld) commenced 1 December 2015: Criminal Law 
(Domestic Violence) Amendment Act 2015 (Qld) s 1A. 
7 Criminal Law (Domestic Violence) Amendment Act 2015 
(Qld) s 8 amending s 181 of the Domestic and Family 
Violence Protection Act 2012 (Qld). 
8 All cases sentenced between 2005–06 and 2023–24, 
including those sentenced as adults and children and cases 
where contravention of a domestic violence order was not 
the MSO.  
9 Cases are allocated to regions according to the location of 
the courthouse in which the case has been finalised. 
Regions are based on the Department of Education’s 
administrative boundaries with some modifications.  
10 Sentencing laws are different for children and the Youth 
Justice Act 1992 (Qld) (YJA) applies rather than the Penalties 
and Sentences Act 1992 (Qld) which applies to the 
sentencing of adult offenders.  

For more information, see 
https://www.sentencingcouncil.qld.gov.au/about-
sentencing/sentencing-child-offenders.   

The equivalent of imprisonment for a child is detention. The 
YJA sets different maximum detention periods for children 
depending on the level of the sentencing court and 
seriousness of the offence. The maximum sentence 
available to higher courts is generally lower than that 
applicable to adults.  

Relevant ages for children and criminal responsibility have 
changed. Until 12 February 2018, children aged between 10 
and 16 were sentenced as children. From 12 February 
2018, 17-year-olds have also been treated as children. 
11 See Domestic and Family Violence Protection Act 2012 
(Qld) s 22. A child can only be named as the respondent if 
an intimate personal relationship or an informal care 
relationship exists between the child and the other party 
named in the application, order or notice. 
12 Independent groups t-test: 𝑡𝑡(20,750.1) = 10.15, 𝑝𝑝 < .001, 𝑟𝑟 
= 0.07 (equal variances not assumed). 

13 This analysis included children. 

14 As at 30 June 2021. See Australian Bureau of Statistics, 
Estimates of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Australians, Table 7.3, available at 
<https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/people/aboriginal-and-
torres-strait-islander-peoples/estimates-aboriginal-and-
torres-strait-islander-australians/30-june-2021> accessed 
26 October 2023. 
15 Independent groups t-test: 𝑡𝑡(52,422.0) = 37.36, 𝑝𝑝 < .001, 𝑟𝑟 
= 0.16 (equal variances not assumed). 

16 Pearson’s chi-square test: 𝜒𝜒2(1) = 238.581, 𝑝𝑝 <.0001. 
17 A person may plead guilty for variety of reasons including, 
‘to avoid worry, inconvenience or expense; to avoid publicity; 
to protect [their] family or friends; or in the hope of obtaining 
a more lenient sentence than … if convicted after a plea of 
not guilty’: Meissner v the Queen (1995) 184 CLR 132, 141 
(Brennan, Toohey and McHugh JJ), 157 (Dawson J). Also 
cited in R v BDC [2018] QCA 132 [6](b) (Philippides JA, 
Sofronoff P and Henry J agreeing). 
18 In a 2016 study of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
peoples living in discrete communities in Queensland who 
had spent time in custody, participants expressed concerns 
that 'they were not adequately supported in court to defend 
the charges and were advised to plead guilty as a means of 
expediency'. It was found that the technical language used 
within the justice system is difficult to understand, leading to 
several offenders 'pleading guilty without fully understanding 
the nature of the charges'. See Glen Dawes, Keeping on 
Country: Doomadgee and Mornington Island Recidivism 
Research Report (2016) 39 for more information. 
19 Pearson’s chi-square test: 𝜒𝜒2(1) = 58.069, 𝑝𝑝 <.0001. 

20 Pearson’s chi-square test: 𝜒𝜒2(1) = 5.863, 𝑝𝑝 = .0155. 

21 Pearson’s chi-square test: 𝜒𝜒2(5) = 122.808, 𝑝𝑝 <.0001. 

22 Independent groups t-test: 𝑡𝑡(34,587.1) = 15.02, 𝑝𝑝 < .001, 𝑟𝑟 
= 0.08 (equal variances not assumed). 

23 Independent groups t-test: 𝑡𝑡(61,729.1) = 8.35, 𝑝𝑝 < .001, 𝑟𝑟 = 
0.03 (equal variances not assumed). 

24 Independent groups t-test: 𝑡𝑡(9170) = 4.66, 𝑝𝑝 < .001, 𝑟𝑟 = 
0.05 (equal variances assumed). 
25 Independent groups t-test: 𝑡𝑡(9170) = 4.31, 𝑝𝑝 < .001, 𝑟𝑟 = 
0.04 (equal variances assumed). 
26 Independent groups t-test: 𝑡𝑡(9150) = 13.54, 𝑝𝑝 < .001, 𝑟𝑟 = 
0.14 (equal variances assumed). 
27 Independent groups t-test: 𝑡𝑡(9150) = 11.51, 𝑝𝑝 < .001, 𝑟𝑟 = 
0.12 (equal variances assumed). 
28 Independent groups t-test: 𝑡𝑡(8,332.2) = 40.44, 𝑝𝑝 < .001, 𝑟𝑟 
= 0.41 (equal variances not assumed). 
29 Independent groups t-test: 𝑡𝑡(8,658.0) = 21.11, 𝑝𝑝 < .001, 𝑟𝑟 
= 0.22 (equal variances not assumed). 
30 Pearson’s chi-square test: 𝜒𝜒2(1) = 109.830, 𝑝𝑝 <.0001. 
31 Pearson’s chi-square test: 𝜒𝜒2(1) = 90.286, 𝑝𝑝 <.0001. 

32 Pearson’s chi-square test: 𝜒𝜒2(1) = 1072.749, 𝑝𝑝 <.0001. 

33 Pearson’s chi-square test: 𝜒𝜒2(1) = 3277.301, 𝑝𝑝 <.0001. 

https://www.sentencingcouncil.qld.gov.au/about-sentencing/sentencing-child-offenders
https://www.sentencingcouncil.qld.gov.au/about-sentencing/sentencing-child-offenders
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34 Pearson’s chi-square test: 𝜒𝜒2(1) = 1627.911, 𝑝𝑝 <.0001. 

35 Pearson’s chi-square test: 𝜒𝜒2(1) = 7323.236, 𝑝𝑝 <.0001. 

36 Pearson’s chi-square test: 𝜒𝜒2(1) = 4962.032, 𝑝𝑝 <.0001. 

37 Criminal Code Act 1899 (Qld) sch 1 (‘Criminal Code’) s 
552H. See, however, ibid s 552D and Domestic and Family 
Violence Protection Act 2012 (Qld) ss 181(5)–(6). 
38 Independent groups t-test: 𝑡𝑡(12,823.7) = 8.31, 𝑝𝑝 < .001, 𝑟𝑟 = 
0.07 (equal variances not assumed). 

39 Independent groups t-test: 𝑡𝑡(1,286.8) = 11.91, 𝑝𝑝 < .001, 𝑟𝑟 
= 0.32 (equal variances not assumed). 
40 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander women were more 
likely to receive imprisonment and received longer 
sentences than non-indigenous women. Previous research 
by ANROWS has highlighted that Indigenous women may be 
disproportionately represented in this type of offending due 
to being mistaken as a primary aggressor rather than the 
person most in need of protection in family violence 
incidents. See ANROWS, Accurately identifying the “person 
most in need of protection” in domestic and family violence 
law” Research Report 2020. 
41 Independent groups t-test: 𝑡𝑡(3,083.2) = 0.08, 𝑝𝑝 = .938, 𝑟𝑟 
= 0.0 (equal variances not assumed). 
42 Penalties and Sentences Act 1992 (Qld) s 144. 

43 Independent groups t-test: 𝑡𝑡(609.8) = 3.83, 𝑝𝑝 < .001, 𝑟𝑟 = 
0.15 (equal variances not assumed). 

44 Independent groups t-test: 𝑡𝑡(64.3) = 4.43, 𝑝𝑝 < .001, 𝑟𝑟 = 
0.48 (equal variances not assumed). 
45 Independent groups t-test: 𝑡𝑡(730) = 1.52, 𝑝𝑝 = .129, 𝑟𝑟 = 
0.06 (equal variances assumed). 
46 Independent groups t-test: 𝑡𝑡(8085) = 0.78, 𝑝𝑝 = .436, 𝑟𝑟 = 
0.01 (equal variances assumed). 
47 Independent groups t-test: 𝑡𝑡(1,063.8) = 4.75, 𝑝𝑝 < .001, 𝑟𝑟 
= 0.14 (equal variances not assumed). 
48 Independent groups t-test: 𝑡𝑡(2,298.8) = 5.22, 𝑝𝑝 < .001, 𝑟𝑟 
= 0.11 (equal variances not assumed). 
49 One case was removed from this analysis as the length of 
imprisonment had been incorrectly recorded as 60 months 
in administrative data, on manual review, this case should 
have been recorded as 12 months.  
50 Criminal Code (Qld) s 29 
51 This is the number of children sentenced for CDVO (MSO) 
between 2016–17 and 2023–24. A higher figure of 386 
sentenced children was reported in the demographics 
section of this report as that section covered a longer data 
period.  
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