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Proportion of all sentenced children in Queensland

Key findings: Children aged 10 to 11 years

1.1% 
10–11 year olds were sentenced  

over a 17-year period

1,087 

38
were sentenced in 2021–22

aged 14–17

90.6%

Boys and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children were 
disproportionately represented 

Boys

ongoing experiences of racism and discriminatory treatment 

83.7% 73.3% 

Reasons proposed for the  

disproportionate representation  

of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander  

peoples include:

Aboriginal and  

Torres Strait  

Islander 

effects of intergenerational trauma and structural 

disadvantage (e.g. a higher proportion of Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islander children known to the child 

protection system)

2005–06 2021–22

Number of unique children aged 10 or 11 (at offence) Number of unique children aged 12 or 13 (at offence)

91 98
87 60 81 91 99 96 105 101 115

87
106 105

56 57 38

553 551 554

526

613
572 555 578

588 585

620
619

656
623

434

515

444

aged 10–11

8.3% 
aged 12–13



Types of offences
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None were sentenced 

for homicide or drug 

trafficking offences  

35.0%

11 detention orders made for 11 year 

olds and none for 10 year olds  

over the 17-year period

What does this mean for raising the minimum age of criminal responsibility to 12? 

Raising the age is likely to help to combat the problem identified in research that early involvement 

with the criminal justice system can increase the chance of future offending

For further information see the full research brief here

The very small number of serious offences committed by 10 and 11 year olds may reduce the need 
to consider ‘carve outs’ for this age group

Alternatives to a criminal justice response for children aged 10 or 11 only need to cater to a small 
group of children who offend

Raising the age is likely to reduce the disproportionate representation of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander children in the criminal justice system

Probation

0.5% 

Children aged 10–11 were most commonly sentenced for property-related offences, however a 

small number were sentenced for serious offences against the person. 

Types of penalties Diversion

Unlawful entry 33.5%

Wilful damage 31.1%
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Detention orders
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6.0%Other penalties
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Court diversion referral

307
10–11 year olds 

diverted by police

38
Sentenced in court

Police diverted more children in this cohort 

than the courts sentenced and they were 

most commonly diverted for property-

related offences
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