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Dear Mr Robertson

Thank you for your letter advising of the inquiry in relation to penalties for assaults on police
and other frontline emergency service workers, corrective service officers and other public

officers.

| nominate Ms Sharon White, Manager, Policy and Legislation to be the key point of contact
for the Department of Communities, Disability Services and Seniors. Ms White can be

contacted on NI or at

Regarding your request for preliminary feedback to assist in identifying key issues and for
information that may be held by this agency about individuals involved in assaults, | provide
the following information to assist with your inquiry:

Connection with the Department of Communities, Disability Services and Seniors
(DCDSS)

There are two areas administered by DCDSS which are of relevance to the Queensland
Sentencing Advisory Council’s inquiry. These are the Forensic Disability Service (FDS) and
Accommodation Support and Respite Services (AS&RS).

In relation to the FDS, the forensic disability service system supports people who are
alleged to have committed a serious offence and who are determined by the Mental Health
Court to be of unsound mind at the time of the offence, or unfit for trial, as a consequence of
their intellectual or cognitive disability. The Mental Health Court may make a forensic order

or a forensic order (disability).

The vast majority of clients are on a forensic order and live in the community under the
supervision of the Chief Psychiatrist. A small nhumber of clients also on a forensic order are
detained to an Authorised Mental Health Service. An even smaller number of clients again
are on a forensic order (disability) and are detained to the FDS.

DCDSS is responsible for administering the FDS under the Forensic Disability Service

Act 2011 (Qld). The FDS is a purpose-built, medium secure residential care facility solely for
FDS clients with oversight by the Director of Forensic Disability, which is a statutory role.
The FDS has capacity to support up to 10 clients.
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The Terms of Reference for the Royal Commission are broad. The Royal Commission may
identify issues which potentially intersect with your inquiry and it may be worth your agency
monitoring the Royal Commission from this perspective. An interim report from the Royal

Commission is not due until 30 October 2020, subsequent to the date you are due to report.

| am committed to creating a safe work environment for staff. Any proposed reform in
relation to penalties for assaults on frontline workers needs to be balanced with the
consideration of the needs and human rights of people with a disability and an appropriate
policy response.

If you require any further information or assistance in relation to this matter, please contact
Ms White on the above details or Ms Elizabeth Bianchi, Executive Director, Strategic Policy

and Legislation, DCDSS on [ or at

| trust this information is of assistance.

Yours sincerely

Clare O’'Connor
Director-General





